
Empowering communities 
through circus



Acknowledgement
Flipside Circus acknowledges the traditional owners of the lands upon which we work, train, and 

perform. We acknowledge the continued occupation of the Yagarabul and Turealbul peoples, and their 

interaction with the land for over 60,000 years. We also pay our respects to the Traditional Elders and 

all elders past and present, for their contribution to what we enjoy today.
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 6,702 AUDIENCE MEMBERS 

 23,501  PARTICIPANTS

 147  SOCIAL CIRCUS/
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 

WITH 1,207 PARTICIPANTS

 3,504  STUDENTS ENGAGED IN 
SCHOOLS

 2 COMPANIES IN RESIDENCE  

 1,163  ARTISTS SUPPORTED  
OVER 96 SESSIONS

  Gold Matilda Award

34,720 PEOPLE ENGAGED 
IN FLIPSIDE PROGRAMS

All despite operating from temporary venues.



REGIONAL AND REMOTE  
TOURING PROGRAMS
Record breaking year on the road.

 169 DAYS ON THE ROAD

 2,919 WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS

 1,469 AUDIENCE MEMBERS

 180 PROGRAMS IN 42 COMMUNITIES
 INCLUDING

Ayr, Barcaldine, Blackall, Bollon, Bowen, 

Bundaberg, Cameron Downs, Charleville, 

Cherbourg, Collinsville, Cunnamulla, Dirranbandi, 

Emerald, Georgetown, Gympie, Hebel, Hughenden, 

Julia Creek, Karumba, Moranbah, Morven, Mt Isa, 

Mt Perry, Mundubbera, Normanton, Proserpine, 

Quilpie, Richmond, Rockhampton, Taroom, 

Thallon,Thargomindah, Wyandra, and Windorah.
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Artistic Director/CEO’s 
message
2024 was a challenging year for Flipside. In January, a fire 

nearly destroyed the venue we’d worked so hard to build. The 

fire forced us from our home for almost 10 months. It also 

caused the loss of over 75% of our ground apparatus and the 

almost total loss of our aerial and rigging equipment. 

Our operations and programs were massively disrupted 

while earned income collapsed. We responded by adapting 

programs and reducing costs. The Flipside community 

rallied, raising almost $30,000 in the immediate aftermath of 

the fire. Funding partners, collaborators, and supporters also assisted; with Arts Queensland providing 

key support along with Creative Australia and other sponsors/partners. 

We delivered programs from a patchwork of temporary venues including the Brisbane Powerhouse; 

Superordinary; Pink Flamingo; The Shed, Northshore Brisbane; and Eat Street. In May, Superordinary 

was damaged by fire which caused further loss of our equipment and again forced us to move to 

a whole new range of temporary venues. In September, with the majority of repairs complete, we 

returned home to the Brisbane Circus Centre. 

Despite these impacts we continued to deliver our core programs in 2024—working from 11 di�erent 

temporary spaces. We only stopped delivering programs for three days in total. We supported two 

amazing companies-in-residence and 1,163 artists. Our touring programs broke records reaching 

more people in regional and remote communities than ever before. 

We could not have done this without the herculean e�orts of our sta�, our board, and our community. 

The silver lining from 2024 was that it brought us closer to our friends and partners. We were 

supported by a thousand small kindnesses throughout the year, from our sister organisations lending 

us gear (and checking in on us) to old friends reaching into their pocket to support our fundraising 

campaigns. 

It will take time for Flipside to recover from the fire, we do not expect earned income to be back to 

pre-fire levels until the second half of 2025; and we have missed a lot of growth in between times. 

It will also take most of 2025 for us to rebuild our sta�ng levels and organisational capacity. 

But there’s a lot to look forward to. In 2024 we developed new performance works that will hit the 

stage in 2025 and 2026. We have exciting collaborations coming up, new training programs, and 

another whole year of touring. In February 2025, we were honoured to receive industry recognition 

taking home the Gold Matilda at the Matilda Awards. 

Flipside’s 2024 annual report is testament to the strength of our community and the people who make 

this organisation great. 

Robert Kronk
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Chair’s message
Flipside has had a fair share of ups and downs over the 

years, but 2024 is clear winner for the distance between 

nadir and apex. We started the year excited and enthusiastic 

about being in the Brisbane Circus Centre only for a 

calamitous conflagration to force us again into temporary 

sites to teach and train. We ended the year back home in 

a clean and remade Brisbane Circus Centre with the 2024 

Gold Matilda in our hands. It has truly been a rollercoaster 

of a year. 

That we have been able to move from disaster to triumph 

in such a short period is only possible for two reasons. The 

first is because we have been focussed, through Robert’s leadership, on building artistic excellence, 

enrolments, and organisational capacity. The second, and more important, is because of the people of 

Flipside. Robert and all our amazing sta� have been laying the foundation for a resilient organisation 

for a long time. And we have amazing students, families, and a wider circus family who all contribute 

to our success. Thank you to all of you. I would like to particularly thank our bookkeeper, Deb Sidney 

of Dash Biz. Deb has been a huge supporter of Flipside for many years, was an integral part to how we 

managed to navigate the di�culties that 2024 created.

On a more prosaic note, we have come to the end of the current cycle of strategic planning and are 

embarking on a process of planning how we can grow the organisation sustainably over the coming 

years to continue to be a world leader in circus for young people. Over the past few years, we have 

been able to achieve incredible things, like establishing the Brisbane Circus Centre, expanding our 

training, creating ambitious new artistic works, engaging more widely and deeply with young people 

and the communities they live in, and drive development of the circus and performing arts sectors. 

We would not have been able to achieve all that we have without the support of key partnerships, 

particularly the Tim Fairfax Family Foundation and Arts Queensland’s Touring Queensland 

Fund. The support of TFFF and AQ has meant that Flipside has been able to build tours to reach 

140 communities in the last six years. We cannot thank them enough for their support for us to bring 

circus to so many. 

Our strategic plan for the coming years is focussed on consolidating the wonderful work we have done, 

building upon what we have, and growing the organisation to take advantage of the opportunities that 

come from being at Northshore Brisbane in our new home. We aim to create and tour ambitious new 

artistic work that tells Australian stories, continue to expand our training program to give more young 

people opportunities to love circus, grow the Brisbane Circus Centre to be a national and international 

home for circus, and continue to evolve and strengthen the organisation. We are lucky to have a board 

and senior sta� who believe in Flipside and who continue to work hard to see it succeed. They have my 

very great thanks. 

2025 is already looking amazing. I am really looking forward to reporting on the amazing things we 

have done. 

Hamish Clift
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2024 
CRISIS 
ACTIONS
2 fires in 2 di�erent buildings

11 temporary venues

63 – number of times our free 

standing aerial rigs were put 

up and down

4,200 square meters of 

shipping containers scrubbed 

by hand and repainted

228 linear metres of i-beam 

scrubbed and repainted

Nearly 700 square meters of 

new roof installed

28 polycarbonate panels 

replaced 

Over $30,000 raised  

by 194 individual donors

25 hire trucks

3 days out of action
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23 JANUARY 2024

FIRE BREAKS OUT AT THE BRISBANE CIRCUS CENTRE. 

3 DAYS LATER Flipside resumes classes at The Shed, Northshore. 

FEBRUARY

 - As the smoke cleared (literally) the extent of the damage could be assessed: 
some shipping containers have buckled, the roof is damaged beyond repair, a 
think layer of smoke has ruined almost everything it touches.

 - Flipside commences programs at Brisbane Powerhouse.

 - The Flipside community raises over $30,000 to help keep the organisation 
running. Funding partners, Arts Queensland and Creative Australia, provide 
additional support.

 - Other circuses from Queensland and New South Wales come to the rescue 
lending us gear. 

MARCH 

 - Engineering assessments are complete, the building remains structurally sound. 

APRIL 

 - Flipside programs move to Superordinary.

 - First cleaning tests successfully completed—the building can be repaired 
without needing to be fully disassembled. 

MAY 

 - An electrical fire at Superordinary; Flipside programs are displaced and more 
equipment is lost.

JUNE – JULY

 - Flipside programs are now running across multiple venues; The Pink Flamingo, 
The Hangar, Eat Street, and The Shed. 

 - Brisbane Circus Centre roof is removed. 

JULY – AUGUST

 - Flipside programs have moved to Northshore Workshops and Makerspaces.

 - Replacement roof installation begins. 

SEPTEMBER

 - Flipside begins to move programs and equipment back to the Brisbane Circus 
Centre. 

 - Exterior painting begins. 

 - Late September—all programs have returned to the Brisbane Circus Centre. 

OCTOBER – NOVEMBER

 - Remediation works on the outside of the building are almost complete.

 - Rigging systems replaced/re-installed. 

 - Flipside community celebrate our return to the Brisbane Circus Centre with 
Circus Weekends.

JANUARY 2025 

 - Remediation works complete. 
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OUR IMPACT IN 2024
FLIPSIDE’S FOUR KEY PROGRAMS

TRAINING

Engaged 23,501 participants across Queensland 

COMMUNITY & SOCIAL CIRCUS

Record breaking 169 days on the road

ARTISTIC

4 new works in development

INDUSTRY SUPPORT

121 artists hosted at the Brisbane Circus Centre in less than 3 months

2 companies-in-residence supported to create 2 new works
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“Flipside was my best workshop experience… 

Friendly atmosphere… Amazing venue with 

amazing equipment… I hope to visit this 

place again.” 

– Artem Shinkarenko (Cirque du Soleil)

Circus school
The Brisbane Circus Centre fire devastated our 

training programs. 

We responded by working to protect our core 

programs which include over 30 weekly classes, one-

on-one lessons, and circus workshops with schools 

and community organisations. 

Training program 
highlights 

International and local guest artists/trainers

• Artem Shinkarenko (Cirque du Soleil) delivered a 

masterclass in banquine for 11 young artists at the 

Brisbane Circus Centre.

• Rodleigh Stevens (Trix Circus) introduced swinging 

trapeze to Flipside students.

In-schools engagement

• With the Brisbane Circus Centre out of action 

Flipside’s in-schools programs grew by over 50% 

in 2024. 

Circus school 

• The fire and reduced capacity saw circus school 

enrolments drop by over 30%. 

• Enrolments recovered 15% in 2024 with the return 

to the Brisbane Circus Centre. 

• Circus school enrolments are expected to take 

12 months to return to pre-fire levels.

TRAINING
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COMMUNITY  
& SOCIAL CIRCUS
We focused on deepening connections 

with regional and remote Queensland 

communities, and increasing 

engagement with schools and the 

education sector. 

The fire meant some of Flipside’s onsite 

all abilities and community programs 

were forced to pause in 2024. Small 

one-on-one programs and community 

programs were able to continue.

Explore Circus, our weekly class for 

children on the autism spectrum, 

restarted in September and quickly 

reached capacity.
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COMMUNITY & SOCIAL CIRCUS

Regional and Remote Engagement
2024 was a record breaking year on the road for Flipside. With more days on tour, more towns visited, 

more performances, and more workshops—we engaged nearly twice as many young people in 

regional and remote areas.

 169 DAYS ON THE ROAD

 2,919 WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS

 1,469 AUDIENCE MEMBERS

 4,388 YOUNG PEOPLE ENGAGED

 180 PROGRAMS IN 42 COMMUNITIES

“This residency is so engaging for our 

students. Even some students who 

are usually reluctant to participate in 

activities outside of their comfort zone 

were active participants. Thank you!” 

– Principal, Georgetown State School

“Flipside Circus is always popular 

with the community and a number 

of the smaller schools outside 

Cunnamulla travel up to 100kms to 

attend this event.” 

– Paroo Shire Council Representative
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Flipside’s remarkable growth in regional and remote touring over the past 

six years has been powered by strategic investment from the Tim Fairfax 

Family Foundation and Arts Queensland—fostering stronger community 

connections, empowering young people and helping to future-proof circus 

arts access across Queensland. 

“For every $1 spent in the arts, there’s a $7 social return,”

– Dr Richard McGrath (University of South Australia)

Flipside’s regional tours prove that investing in creativity builds stronger, 

more connected communities—one flip at a time.

More than entertainment, the program boosts mental wellbeing, 

especially for young people. Research shows circus improves stress relief, 

self-esteem, confidence, and socialisation—vital benefits in areas facing 

school disengagement and limited support services.

In Normanton, where over half the population identify as Aboriginal or 

Torres Strait Islander, Flipside has delivered workshops annually since 

2019. In 2021, 80% of local children aged 6–14 took part.

Over 6 years, Flipside Circus has visited 

140 regional and remote communities 

across Queensland, engaging over 

8,600 participants through 

486 workshops, shows, and 

performances. Touring for 432 days—

equivalent to 14.5 months—

the team has reached towns as far 

as Bedourie and Doomadgee, 

where travel can take days.

DOOMADGEE

BEDOURIE
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This year, our connections have grown stronger with communities including Inala Wangarra, 

Sisters Inside, and the Murri School. These partnerships are at the heart of Waterways’ 

mission—to create culturally safe and empowering spaces for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander young people to thrive.

As Lara Croydon (Producer for Waterways) puts it:

“It is amazing to see our young people excel. And our young people are 

so talented. Using circus—which at its heart is a combination of art 

and athleticism—as a way to nurture our First Nations young ones is a 

no-brainer.”

In 2024 alone, Waterways has connected with 680 Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 

participants through 20 free workshops.

We were proud to be part of the Musgrave Park Family Fun Day—sharing circus joy, building 

confidence, and celebrating culture together.

COMMUNITY & SOCIAL CIRCUS
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ARTISTIC 
Like all our programs, our planned 2024 artist program was derailed by the Brisbane 

Circus Centre fire. In 2024 we focused on developing new work for 2025 and 2026 

as well as three new performance works—premiering and touring The Cubby, 

showcasing our Step Ups troupe at Brisbane Festival, and staging performances and 

development showings as part of Circus Weekends.
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HIGHLIGHTS

THE CUBBY
A new show by Flipside Circus developed with regional and remote communities.

Celebrating the limitless ingenuity and creativity of children, The Cubby brings fantastical stories to life 

through acrobatics, aerials, and music. 

The Cubby previewed for an audience of young people at Hamilton State School before hitting the 

road for a tour through regional and remote Queensland. The Cubby returned to Brisbane for its Metro 

premiere at the Judith Wright Arts Centre. 

13 shows in 13 regional and remote communities including Barcaldine, Blackall, Charleville, 

Cunnamulla, Gympie, Hughenden, Julia Creek, Karumba, Morven, Normanton, Quilpie, Richmond 

and Thargomindah.

“A funny, skilful, and creative exploration of the importance of play and 

imagination.” – Creative Futures

Watch The Cubby – Behind The Scenes

https://youtu.be/oVWSM-XuURM?si=YlNrjMKFXOC8lTzW
https://youtu.be/oVWSM-XuURM?si=YlNrjMKFXOC8lTzW
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HIGHLIGHTS

CONNECT PROJECT
In collaboration with Counterpilot, Chimera Arts and Trix Circus 

2 new works in development

Connect Project saw two new works in development with Counterpilot, Chimera Arts and Trix 

Circus. The project focused on creating works that explored approaches to performance creation, 

experimented with form and apparatus, and refined circus performance skills. It concluded with the 

development of two new pop-up performance works, showcased through performances and showings 

at the Brisbane Circus Centre in November and December. The project engaged a total of 23 artists.
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CIRCUS WEEKENDS

We kicked o� the return to the Brisbane Circus Centre 

with three vibrant weekends filled with fun, food, and 

fantastic performances by our talented students. Each 

event brought Flipside families back together—reuniting, 

reconnecting, and celebrating a year defined by resilience 

and community.

The community spirit was alive and well, thanks to our 

amazing volunteers including delicious o�erings from 

Margi the Pizza Oven—a community-run travelling pizza 

kitchen that kept everyone well-fed and smiling.

HIGHLIGHTS

STEP UPS SHOWCASE 

PERFORMANCES

Flipside’s emerging performers in Step Ups Troupe 

showcased their skills throughout 2024. 

Performance opportunities provide vital experience for 

performer development.

• Friday Feels at Portside, Brisbane Festival

• Circus Takeover, Redlands Performing Arts Centre

• Uptown Xmas Window Reveal, Queen St Mall

21 artists | 10 performances | 1,150 audience members

2023’s FROM LITTLE THINGS...

NOMINATED FOR A MATILDA
From Little Things… nominated for Best Ensemble Matilda 

Award. Premiere performance at the Brisbane Circus Centre 

in 2023 from Casus and Flipside.
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“Flipside Circus is one of Queensland’s 

largest youth arts organisations and one 

of our great success stories.

Since their beginnings in 1994 with community 

classes under a tree in Davies Park, West End, 

Flipside have been providing young people across 

Queensland with the opportunity to learn circus 

and physical performance regardless of background 

or circumstances. Focusing on collaboration and 

celebrating creativity, they foster the development 

of our next generation of circus and physical theatre 

artists and create memorable performances on 

themes that are meaningful to young people, 

including Matilda nominated shows like ‘We Live 

Here’ and ‘Wilbur the Optical Whale’.

In 2023, with the support of government and 

their broader community, the company opened 

a $2.4 million purpose-built circus training and presentation space in Hamilton, with 

specialist circus training facilities unlike any other in Australia, enabling emerging and 

established circus companies in southeast Queensland to collaborate and create new 

work. The venue faced a fire at the beginning of 2024, remaining closed for repairs 

until September. Despite this, Flipside stayed committed to their work, delivering 

2,104 workshops for 23,381 participants across the state, including 119 programs to 

3,860 kids in over 40 communities in regional and remote Queensland and accessible 

workshops for 1207 participants as a part of their community/social circus program.” 

– Matilda Awards
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INDUSTRY
Our industry programs support artists and drive sector development. Support from 

other venues and companies meant Flipside’s flagship AIR program could continue 

in 2024 with two companies-in-residence creating and showcasing 2 new works—

despite Flipside not having a venue for them to ‘reside’ for much of the year. 

Flipside continued to support 

career pathways with our associate 

artist working across Flipside’s 

programs including touring 

programs. Early career artists and 

arts workers helped to adapt and 

deliver programs. 

When the Brisbane Circus Centre 

re-opened in late 2024 artists 

flocked to the space to train 

and rehearse. 
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Artist-in-Residence (AIR) Program 23-24
Flipside’s AIR Program invites independent artists and companies from across Australia to train, play, 

experiment, test, and showcase new work.

The 2023-24 AIR Program is supported by the Queensland Government through Arts Queensland and 

the Restart Investment to Sustain and Expand (RISE) Fund – an Australian Government initiative.

Chimera Arts
A new disability-led arts company that celebrates the resilience 

of professional circus artists who identify as deaf and/or disabled. 

The company draws on deep professional and personal experience 

to start the first disability lead circus company in Queensland to 

create strong disabled arts leaders.

6 Degrees

Reframing the classic “six degrees of 

separation” idea, Chimera Arts highlights the 

tangible and often insurmountable barriers 

that prevent people living with disabilities 

from connecting and building social networks. 

Through a unique blend of circus, aerial 

performance, and tactile props—6 Degrees 

explores the ways in which society can 

create distance and disconnection.

Collective Circus
A group of emerging Queensland-based artists that craft enthralling 

ground-based movement performances. Collective Circus is dedicated to 

providing a platform for young artists transitioning from youth circus to 

the professional stage. Collective Circus developed an empowering piece 

focused on female voices, strength, resilience and unity.

Step Ups Troupe collaborated with Collective to create and 

perform Stir The Pot’s opening act.

Stir The Pot

Celebrating strength, unity, and the sparkle of femininity.  

Tumbling through real experiences of inequality and societal pressures,  

this group of fierce, passionate female circus performers stir up and  

tear apart the traditional, domestic views of what it means to be female.  

Premiering in Queensland at the Judith Wright Arts Centre with Flipside Circus’ 

Step Ups troupe, Collective toured Stir The Pot to the National Circus Festival (NSW) 

with Spaghetti Circus’ Super Mighties, and Adelaide Fringe with Cirkidz Tribe.
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Open training

In less than three months, 121 artists came through the Brisbane Circus 

Centre doors to train, create, and connect.

Supported companies

Chimera Arts

Collective Circus

Counterpilot

Imaginary Theatre

Shock Therapy Productions

“Flipside is one-of-a-kind. The ceiling height 

alone has me in love. I’m obsessed with this 

space—and everyone who works here is 

beautiful, kind, and always so generous, even 

letting me bop my music across the speakers. 

A�ordable, industry-standard open training 

Monday to Friday is such a gift—I definitely 

don’t take it for granted. Not many spaces 

like this exist around the world.” 

–  Ela Bartilomo (The House of Dancing Water, Dragone)
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ADMINISTRATION 
AND GOVERNANCE
Flipside Circus is committed to good management. The directors and sta� 

constantly review policies and procedures. 2024 reviews included:

• Code of Ethics and Conduct;

• Child Safe Policies, including Blue Card register;

• Strategic Plan;

• Budgets;

• Finance Policy;

• Flipside Circus policies and procedures; and

• Company and directors’ details.
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FINANCIALS
Flipside Circus had only just begun to rebuild financial reserves after the COVID pandemic and the 

Brisbane Circus Centre construction project when the January fire broke out. 

The organisation recorded a loss of $98,653 in 2024, this loss includes depreciation and right-of-use 

asset amortisation of $196,749 as well as significant expenditure related to the Restart Investment to 

Sustain and Expand (RISE) funding from the Federal Government which was received and recognised 

in 2022 but expended in 2024—taken together these factors help mitigate the 2024 loss.

Flipside managed to generate net cash inflows from operating activities in 2024 of $223,301 (in 2023 

the company had net outflows of $110,179) reflecting a significant turnaround. To help navigate the 

impacts of the fire, Flipside deferred lease, outgoings, loan and rates payments. By 31 December the 

company had reduced these arrears from a total of $89,239 to $20,876, helping to place Flipside in a 

stronger position at the start of 2025. 

It will take time for Flipside to recover. Earned income is not expected to return to pre-fire levels until 

the second half of 2025 and growth that had been projected for 2024/25 will not be realised. Planned 

venue improvements and sta� resourcing increases that would have helped build capacity have been 

delayed. The organisation continues to operate on reduced sta�ng levels which will also take time to 

recover. 

The last quarter of 2024/first quarter of 2025 have shown strong signs of recovery and the 

organisation has set engagement and financial targets to ensure it gets back on its feet.
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Flipside Circus Ltd. 

Statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income  

For the year ended 31 December 2024

Flipside Circus Ltd. 

Statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income  

For the year ended 31 December 2024

 2024 2023

 

Revenue 1,311,356 1,282,904

Other income 138,319 1,000 

Interest revenue 2,247 909 

 

Expenses

Advertising and promotions  (10,153)  (23,695)

Bad and doubtful debt expense  (10,546) -

Depreciation expense  (196,749)  (204,065)

Employee benefits expense  (819,605)  (866,319)

External trainers/artists  (1,447)  (6,316)

In-kind expenses (30,091) (6,130)

Insurance  (50,622)  (43,218)

Motor vehicle -  (792)

Other expenses  (95,991)  (91,689)

Performance and class expenses (171,919) (172,885)

Rental and related expenses  (37,520)  (12,800)

Write-o� of assets  (78,641)  (26,534)

Finance costs  (47,291)  (49,921)

Total expenses  (1,550,575)  (1,523,836)

 

(Deficit)/surplus for the year  (98,653)  (239,023)

 

Other comprehensive income for the year  -  - 

 

Total comprehensive income for the year  (98,653)  (239,023)
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Flipside Circus Ltd.

Statement of financial position 

As at 31 December 2024

 2024 2023

Assets

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents 203,180 127,611 

Trade and other receivables 16,398 34,907

Inventories 6,466 4,022

Other current assets 28,251 7,159

Total current assets 254,295 173,699

Non-current assets

Other financial assets  25,000  25,000 

Property, plant and equipment 2,172,859  2,297,416 

Right-of-use assets 234,400  268,703 

Total non-current assets 2,432,259 2,591,119

Total assets 2,686,554 2,764,818

Liabilities

Current liabilities

Trade and other payables 117,944 100,983

Contract liabilities 61,142 34,309

Borrowings 35,272 31,689

Lease liabilities 39,789 16,844

Employee benefits 89,900 89,625

Total current liabilities 344,047 273,450

Non-current liabilities

Borrowings 118,049 144,393

Lease liabilities 278,838 310,224

Employee benefits 1,125 6,045

Provisions 228,567 216,125

Total non-current liabilities 626,579 676,787

Total liabilities 970,626 950,237

Net assets 1,715,928 1,814,581

Equity

Retained surpluses 1,715,928 1,814,581

Total equity 1,715,928 1,814,581
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SUPPORTERS

Flipside Circus is supported by: the Restart Investment to Sustain and Expand (RISE) Fund – an Australian Government initiative; 

the Australian Government through Creative Australia; and the Tim Fairfax Family Foundation. 

Flipside Circus acknowledges the support of Arts Queensland in the provision of rehearsal and performance spaces at JWAC 

to enable the company to continue delivering its projects.

PARTNERS

2024 PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS

GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

Flipside Circus is supported by the Queensland Government through Arts Queensland and  

the Australian Government through Creative Australia

PROJECT PARTNERS
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COLLABORATORS

The Brisbane Circus Centre project is supported by:

• The Australian Government through the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities 

and Regional Development’s Community Development Grants Program

• The Queensland Government through Arts Queensland’s Strategic Infrastructure Fund

• Creative Partnerships Australia through Plus 1

• Northshore Brisbane

• The Flipside Circus Community and donors.

BRISBANE CIRCUS CENTRE

PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT
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For their generous support and compassionate 

camaraderie during a year of tough times,  

we would like to thank:

The Tivoli

FOR THEIR FINANCIAL SUPPORT

FOR KEEPING US ON OUR FEET – VENUE SUPPORTERS
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FIRE APPEAL DONORS
Audrey Audrey

Trish Auld

Tania Balil

Meredith Bell

Bend The Air

Paul Benham

Briony Bermingham

Louise Bezzina

Brian Blackwell

Jillian Blaney

Bonnie Blewitt

optikal bloc

Sophie Bolton

Samuel Boyd

John & Linda Boyle

Bridget Boyle

Louise Brehmer

Kate Bryant

Leanne Burke

Almaryse Burton 

Leticia Caceres

Drew Campbell

Alicia Carlyon

Howard Cassidy

Wren Chadwick

Charlotte Chamier

J Cheetham

Margaret River 
Circus School

Jo & Richard Clarke

Hamish Clift

Jason Cochrane

Therese Collie

Laurene Cooper-Fox

Hannah Cryle

Jaime Cumming

Amy Curran

Evelyn Currie

Charlie Cush

Daami Daamster

Joanna Davis

April Dawson

Ev & SJ Dean

Paul Dellit

Katrina Devery

Lorraine Dillon

Claire Dimauro

Alexandra Donald

Sean Dowling

Julie Englefield

Kate Fell

Angela Ford

Neil Foster

Nicole G

Mackenzie Gagen

Michael Gagen

Santi & Gabi Gallardo

Paul Gambley

Duncan Gan

Hazel Ghidella

Anne Glasson

Marion Glover

Liz Grimmett

Harriet Hall

Rebecca Harvey

Catarina Hebbard

Katya Henry

Christine Hill

Cameron Ho�mann

Richard Hull

Carolyn James

Brett James

Matthew Jones

Alison Kearsley

Susanna Keenan

Aleshanee Kelso

Kellie Keniger

Annette Kerwitz

Stiven Kolega

Jaime-lee & Steven 
Kronk

Robert Kronk

Luke Laidler

Jenni Laird

Jess Lamb

Rachael Lane 

Ethan Langridge

Catherine Lawrence

Therese Lawton

Michaela Lennon

Maddie Little

Jonathon Liu

Rosie Marley

Elisha Matthews 

Suellen Maunder

Julie McAllister

Alexandra McCallum

Stephanie McGrath

Peggy McInally

Matthew McInally

Sean Mcintier

Rebecca Medway

Maite Miramontes

Trina Morris

Sophie Mortimore

Jorgia Munroe

Maryanne Nucifora 

Delia O’Hara

Troy Ollerenshaw

Roy Olsen

Karen Osorio

Peter Owens

John Payne

Jono Perry

Shelley Pisani

Jack Reilly

Margaret Ridley

Tessa Rixon

Karen Roberts

Shannon Robertson

Jocelyn Rolfe

David & Kathy Rolfe

Fiona Ronquest-Ross

MamaBear Roppola

Christine Samios

Nick Seery

Hattem Serewa

Richard Shapcott

Leanne Shapcott

Lesley Shaw

Giri Sivaraman

Sarah Skinner

Liz Skitch

Nele Suess

Lisa Summer-Hayes

Cheryl Taube

Jonathan Taylor

Sarah Thomasson

Shalon Thompson 

Natalie Trent 

Imogen Urquhart

Cathy van der Griend 

Mackenzie Van Niekerk

Estee Walker

Helen Wallace

Neridah Waters

William Webb

Lucas Weston

Donetta Whitefield

Dave & Kathy Whitefield

Sarah Whitehead

Wendy Whitney

Jenny Whitworth

Lisa Wilson

Lucy Winton

Luth Wol�

Adam Wood

Timothy Wood

Mandy Yialeloglou

Bri Zammit

Ysabau Zanos-Jardine

And 36 anonymous 
donors

When Flipside needed support, one of our youngest students stepped up in a big way. 
Estee, a dedicated Flipside student, took it upon herself to raise funds for the circus 
school she loves.

She sold ice blocks in her local park and organised a bake sale at her school—
creating posters, coordinating with school sta�, and rallying her friends to donate 
baked goods.

Estee raised over $400—an incredible e�ort from a school of just 65 students.
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MESSAGES FROM DONORS

I was talking to my 8 year old daughter about 

trying out a left handed cartwheel this year. 

I said I didn’t know where to start. She said 

you just need to believe in yourself mum.  

I smiled, remembering she’d just trained 

for a week with Flipside. May that incredible 

goodwill come back to Flipside right now.

We are so saddened to hear about the 

devastating news of your new facility! Your 

resilience is an inspiration and we are 

confident that you will rise together stronger 

than ever. If there’s anything we can do to help 

please reach out. – The Bend The Air Team.

Hang in there! Wishing your whole 

team all the best for getting through 

these di�cult times.

Fond memories of Flipside with my daughter 

in the nineties. Now I’m looking at bringing my 

granddaughter. Thank you Flipside for the happy 

memories.

Best of luck!

Stay strong!

Sending you all much love and support. 

Don’t give up! 

I hope you recover quickly.

Best of luck, Flipside.

Sorry to hear about this devastating occurrence.  

I was made aware of your plight via Warehouse Circus 

in Canberra. Circus is such a wonderful community. 

I hope this donation can help a little.

From the 

Ausdance QLD 

team.

Chookas!

Flipside is the best! Best of luck for 

getting back up and going after the 

fire damage.

As the Artistic Ambassador for indelabilityarts, 

and Wilbur the Optical Whale’s creator 

(collaboration with Flipside!) I send all my love 

and support to Flipside in this di�cult time.

My son did classes for 

11 years and they were 

amazing for him in so many 

ways. I hope my small 

donation helps.

So sorry to hear about the fire.  

Hope recovery is speedy!

Thank you for what you provided for 

our family many years ago. A lifetime 

of memories and skills. We know you 

are an unstoppable force. X

Hope you’re back to teaching soon.

I love Flipside! 

Thoughts from the Webb Family.

All the best with this 

recovery process. 

My heart goes to you all.

Devastated for you 

all. Sending love and 

support from WA.

There has to be a Phoenix inspired show in 

this story somewhere. Circus folk are the 

most resilient humans I have ever known. 

Can’t wait to see what you do next.  

Cheers, from Canberra. 

Wishing you all a speedy return to the BCC.

I truly hope you can 

get through this.

We love Flipside!I love my circus class!

Tumbling 

Onwards & 

Flying Upwards.

What a bugger!!!
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We really believe in you guys and we were so sad 

to hear about the fire! We’d love to support you 

and donate what we can :)  

Much love, Karen, Rodrigo and Toddler Benicio x

Our heartfelt best 

wishes for your 

courageous recovery.

Good Luck Flipside! I hope this little bit helps x

All our best for your 

very creative futures.

I am so sorry to hear about the 

fire. That must be devastating 

having worked so hard for the 

new building.

So upsetting to learn of this, all the 

very best to you all, and great to see the 

arts community rallying round x

Keep up the great work Flipside!

A wonderful local 

community in need 

of a show of support.

My heart goes out to you 

all – I hope you’re able to 

repair and recover!

I’m sure the community 

will come out in support. 

Thinking of you all.

Best of luck all with the 

rebuild, hope you’re back 

on your feet soon.

All the very best to you all. 

Take care.

With love and best 

wishes. xo

Hoping for a speedy 

return to the space!

Would love to do more; 

very grateful for your 

work with children.

Rebuild and thrive amazing humans.

I hope this fundraising 

campaign reaches its 

goal quickly so you can 

get back to the amazing 

work you do.

Hope to see you 
guys back in the 
big yellow box 
again soon!

We love what you 

have given our kids in 

past years.

I know you will keep 

moving on & up.

Keep up the 

good work.

Big love to you Flipside xx 

Hopefully back on track soon. 

Missing our Circus Centre.

Well that’s a bit of bad luck. :(

With love and 

best wishes xo

We love you, Flipside!

Wishing you all the very best for a bright 

future. May you rise like the Phoenix.

From one artist to another. I know 

it’s only small but I hope this can 

help in some kind of way.

You will fly again like 

Phoenix from the ashes!

Get better soon. xo

Lots of love from 

all of us at  

The Circus Shop x

Best wishes to getting 

back to normal ASAP.

Thinking of you all.

Big love to you all. xx

So sad about the fire. Keep your spirits up 

my friends, and keep going in this hard time. 

The world needs amazing circus and play. :)

Good luck, I hope this 

helps to recover the 

circus center.

Really sorry to hear about the fire.



FLIPSIDE CIRCUS  

2024 ANNUAL REPORT34

OUR PEOPLE

Flipside is run by a small and dedicated 

group who predominantly work on a part-time 

and casual basis. Our 2024 programs 

were delivered by 53 individuals but only 

11.13 full-time equivalent sta�.

Board

Hamish Clift – Chair

Catherine Nufer – Treasurer

Sarah Thomasson – Secretary

Cameron Ho�mann – Director

Lisa Summer-Hayes – Director

Robert Kronk – Director

Administration

Robert Kronk – CEO / Artistic Director

Rebecca Campbell – Customer Service Manager & Operations Coordinator

Gabriela Gallardo – Producer / Regional and Remote Program Manager

Phoebe Waltham – Head Trainer & Program Coordinator

Matt McInally – Marketing Coordinator

Zoe Joiner – Venue Coordinator & Trainer

Davy Sampford – Senior Trainer

Alex Weckes-Huck – Head Rigger & Performance Troupe Coordinator

Mia Hughes – Assistant Program & Step Ups Coordinator

Sam Giles – Associate Artist & Trainer

Trainers & Artists

Ela Bartilomo

Stephanie Benson

Tallulah Bennetton

Aurora Bennett-Goode

Kelsey Booth

Aline Chapet

Anisah Collins

Stephanie Coates

Callum Cornish

Ellen Cox

Lara Croydon

Chloe de Buyl

Jordan Eriksen

Ti�any Field

Maciel Franklin

Sam Giles

Indra Garvey

Anabella Gregory

Ellie Grow

Lucy Hunterland

Samuel Hryckow

Amby Kelso

Manellaya Kaydos-Nitis

Alana Langley

Harley Mann

Jasmine Prosper

Rachel Robinson

Riley Shearer

Alicia Sketcher

Arabella Stone

David Trappes

Michael Webb

Luke Whitefield

Venue Sta�

Callum Cornish, Ewan Foster and Brynn Holmes-Clark

Volunteers

Flipside’s amazing community and families



Support Flipside’s 2025 programs.  

Visit flipsidecircus.org.au/support-us/ to donate.

https://flipsidecircus.org.au/support-us/
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